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to rebuild what the Nazis had destroyed.
With the help of Hashem the glory of the
House of Bobov has been restored and one
will find dozens of Bobover institutions
and thousands of Bobover Chassidim in
every corner of the globe.

In 1984, the Bobover Rav composed a
special kinnah to bemoan the tragedy of
Churban Europa, and it is recited in many
congregations. When the Rav was asked
for permission to include his kinnah and
its translation in this edition of kinnos, he
graciously conceded. Then he explained

why he had written it: “For years I had
wanted to express my grief over my per-
sonal loss and Klal Yisrael’s loss, in a
special kinnah, but I hesitated. I felt that
in order to compose a kinnah one must be
on the exalted level of R’ Elazar HaKalir,
who wrote with Ruach HaKodesh, Divine
inspiration. Moreover, he was a master of
Kabbalistic secrets and knew the mystical
incantations of the ministering angels.
Still, many chassidim requested a vehicle
to convey their personal sorrow on this

bitter day, but I held back, because I felt
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25 K1 M1 — Remember, please. The de-
struction of European Jewry by the Nazis
during World War II was the most mas-
sive calamity to befall our people since
the Destruction of the Second Temple. As
explained in the prefatory notes to Kinnah
25, which laments the devastation of the
Crusades, Torah Jews recognize that all
Jewish misfortunes have their roots in the
tragic events of Tishah B’Av. Therefore
we designate no new days of mourning

to commemorate later events, but include
them in our Tishah B'Av kinnos service.
The Bobover Rav, Admor HaRav
Shlomo Halberstam, Y”8%, was a scion of
Sanz, one of the most illustrious Rabbinic
and Chassidic dynasties. The Rav lost ev-
erything in the Holocaust: family, friends,
followers, disciples, and students in the
thousands. The Rebbe arrived in America
after the war with nothing but the clothes
on his back and a burning determination
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(1) Eichah 5:1. (2) Cf. Psalms 84:7. (3) 116:9.
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252 — He Who remembers. Rav
Shimon Schwab, 5x1, widely recog-
nized as an eloquent spokesman for
Torah Jewry, joined the Rabbinate of
Congregation K'hal Adas Jeshurun in the
Washington Heights neighborhood of
New York in 1958, in association with the
late revered Rav Dr. Joseph Breuer, 5¥1.
Rav Schwab was born in Frankfurt-
am-Main, Germany in 1908, and studied
at several well-known Eastern European
yeshivos, including Telshe and Mir. In
those years, Rav Schwab had the oppor-

tunity to meet with and learn from the
foremost Gedolim of the time, including
the holy Chafetz Chaim of Radin.

In the early 1930’s, Rav Schwab was an
eyewitness to the rise of Hitler Nazism in
Germany and the systematic oppression
of the Jews. In 1936, the persecution of
the Nazis forced him to leave his pul-
pit in Germany. He came to the United
States, where he assumed a position in the
Baltimore Rabbinate.

Rav Schwab relates that in 1959, as
Tishah B'Av approached, the late Rav
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genuinely unworthy.

“Then, one day, I was studying the laws
of Tishah B’Av in the book Seder HaYom
[by R” Moshe ben Yehudah Makir, Rosh
Yeshivah in Safed, and a colleague of the
Arizal and R” Yosef Karo]. He writes as
follows:

Whoever can wail on this day should
wail, and whoever can recite kinnos
should recite kinnos: either those al-
ready recorded in the holy books, or
the kinnos he himself composed with
the intellect God has granted him. It
is a mitzvah for each and every indi-
vidual to compose kinnos for weeping

and moaning and to recite them on this
bitter day. One who does this is con-
sidered most righteous and is worthy
of being described as one of Jerusalem’s
mourners and one of her holy men. But
one who is not capable of composing
his personal kinnos should recite the
kinnos written by others.

“When I read these words,” the Rav
concluded, “I saw a clear sign from heaven
that the time had come to compose a kin-
nah over the last churban. For doesn’t the
Seder HaYom say clearly that any person,
even the smallest, should express his own
feelings in his original kinnah?”
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(1) Cf. Il Samuel 1:23. (2) Cf. Psalms 9:13. (3) Exodus 30:12.
(4) Cf. Leviticus 26:36. (5) Cf. Eichah 3:47. (6) Cf. Isaiah 27:2; Amos 5:11.

to forget. Eight centuries ago German
Jewry was slaughtered by the Crusaders.
According to historians, how many Jews
were killed? Perhaps 5,000. In World
War II more than one thousand times
that number were killed! In just one day
at Auschwitz more than 5,000 Jews were
brutally gassed and murdered. If German

Jewry composed kinnos to commemorate
the evil that befell us during the Crusades,
how much more so must we compose one
over the Holocaust!”

In deference to this request, Rav Schwab
composed the following kinnah which,
in K'hal Adas Jeshurun, is recited by the
Rav on Tishah B'Av night at the conclu-
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(1) Cf. Eichah 3:48. (2) Cf. Isaiah 44:16.

Breuer made a request of him. “Please
compose a special Tishah B'Av kinnah
for our kehillah. Each and every one of
us is either a refugee or a Holocaust sur-

vivor. We have all lost family and friends
in this churban, and we German Jews
bore the brunt of Hitler’s fury. We must
not forget, nor can we allow our children
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(1) Cf.Exodus 32:32. (2) Cf. Isaiah 50:6.

sion of the kinnos service before the pas-  his kehillah, many other congregations
sage which begins with 1Py omam, Have  have adopted the custom of reciting it on
mercy on Zion. Although Rav Schwab  Tishah B’Av, either at night or by day, asa
only composed this kinnah to be said in  memorial of our most recent churban.
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(1) Cf. Psalms 106:2. (2) Cf. Isaiah 29:17. (3) Genesis 1:2.
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(1) Isaiah 29:1.(2) Cf. Ezekiel 36:37-38. (3) Cf. Isaiah 66:24.
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