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HASHEM DWELLS WITH US EVEN IN TUMAH
Living Emunah on the Parashah 2 by Rabbi David Ashear

The pasuk says (Vayikra 16:16): ְבְּתוֹך אִתָּם   הַשּׁכֵֹן 
-That dwells with them amid their contam — טֻמְאֹתָם
ination. Rashi explains that even though the Jewish 
people become impure, Hashem still dwells among 
them. The meforshim (Iyun Yaakov, Yoma 57a) add 
that this applies even when the impurity results 
from sin.

A person may feel that because of a wrongdoing 
he committed, Hashem no longer wants to be close 
to him. But that is not true. Hashem does not be-
come “offended” as people do when we don’t listen 
to them. Instead, He feels compassion for us and 
yearns for us to return in teshuvah.

The Tanna D’Vei Eliyahu (Ch. 31) testifies that 
more than a woman longs for her husband or child 
to come home from a long journey, Hashem longs 
for every single Jew to come back and be close to 
Him. Sometimes He will even use the merit of a 
single good deed performed by a sinner to open 
the door for that person to turn his life around. 
There is always hope for everyone. For that reason, 
we should daven with all our hearts for people we 
know who could use chizuk to grow in Torah and 
mitzvos.

R’ Ephraim Sharabani told the story of a certain 
car thief in Eretz Yisrael. One day, he jumped into a 
car and sped away — but after two minutes on the 
road, he noticed a baby in the backseat who looked 
like he was about to suffocate from the heat.

Instead of making his getaway, the thief drove 
straight to a hospital and saved the child’s life. He 
contacted the parents and told them that he had 
broken into the car to save their baby. They were 
overcome with gratitude and could not thank him 
enough.

The following week, they invited him for Shab-
bos. He had not experienced a Shabbos since his 

youth and accepted eagerly. That 
Shabbos, he went to shul, dav-
ened, heard divrei Torah, sang 
zemiros — and felt something 
awaken deep in his soul.

The baal habayis introduced 
him to the Rabbi and told the 
Rabbi how he had saved the baby’s life. The man 
asked to speak to the Rabbi privately. There, he 
confessed that in truth, he had broken in to steal 
the car — not to save the baby. He told the Rabbi 
he regretted his life of theft and wanted to repent. 
The Rabbi encouraged him and said he was al-
ready halfway back, and he would help him com-
plete the journey.

Then the Rabbi asked, “I’m amazed that Hashem 
gave you the zechus to save a life in the middle of a 
theft — and that this became the catalyst for your 
return to Torah. It must be that you had some merit 
from another good deed. Can you think of what it 
might be?”

The man insisted, “Rabbi, I don’t do anything 
good.” The Rabbi pressed him to think harder. 
Finally, the man said, “Well, maybe this — even 
though I steal cars, I never want the owners to lose 
anything personal. I know they’ll be reimbursed for 
the car, but if I find jewelry, pictures, or any other 
items, I always mail them back to the owners.”

The Rabbi replied, “That must be it. Hashem 
saw the small bit of purity amid the tumah — and 
used it to light the way back to Him.”

Every single act that shows care for others is pre-
cious to Hashem. The Gemara (Megillah 6a) tells us 
that every Jew, no matter how far he seems to be, is 
replete with mitzvos. Let us pray for Hashem to give 
even the most distant Jew opportunities to return 
fully to Him. 
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THE SWEETNESS OF THE SEARCH
Reb Baruch Mordche by Yisroel Besser

In 2019, when Ateret Yisrael was preparing to move 
into its new home in Kiryat Sefer, the yeshivah con-
ducted a global fundraising campaign.

R’ Chaim Kanievsky took the unusual step of writ-
ing a letter of support for the yeshivah, and in his re-
quest to donors, he shared the uniqueness of the Rosh 
Yeshivah.

My friend, the Rosh Yeshivah, the gaon R’ Baruch 
Mordechai Ezrachi, is among the yechidim, the select 
ones, able to inject cheshkas haTorah into his talmidim 
and into the entire generation…

What did R’ Chaim mean with this? In what way 
was R’ Baruch Mordche unique? How 
did he impact the entire generation?

Quite simply, says R’ Yosef Ben-Am-
ram, it means that he lit up a room with 
a question in learning, creating people 
who would do the same.

The overall feeling in the room when 
shiur ended was one of exhilaration, 
young men who felt not like they had 
been taught something, but that they 
had been expanded.

R’ Yerachmiel Moshe Kleinerman, 
a close talmid of the Rosh Yeshivah 
and later a mashgiach in Ateret Yisrael, 
describes how the Rosh Yeshivah con-
veyed the great agony of an unresolv-
able kushya, enabling every bachur to 
feel the frustration along with him, and 
then celebrated the joy brought by a sat-
isfying teirutz.

“That which a person absorbs with 
their seichel, their intellect, will even-
tually fade away and be forgotten, but 
emotional experiences live on,” the mashgiach points 
out. “The Rosh Yeshivah knew how to engage the emo-
tions of his talmidim, and that’s why I can meet talmi-
dim who left yeshivah decades ago, and they still be-

come animated as they say, “The 
eidim are the ears of beis din,” or 
one of the creative hagdaros, defi-
nitions, which he used to make 
ideas come alive for us.”

On one of R’ Baruch Mord-
che’s last trips to Lakewood, he 
visited a local cheder. The boys 
lined up, greeting the Rosh Yeshivah with singing, 
and then took their places as he was helped to the mi-
crophone. The rebbeim expected him to say a short 
shmuess, perhaps to share some words of chizuk with 

the boys, but he did something else; he 
asked a question.

He shared the kushya and promised 
a treat to the boy who would correctly 
answer his question, then stood there 
smiling as discussions swirled around 
him, the children “handling” with each 
other, with their rebbeim, realizing, 
perhaps for the first time, what it’s like 
not to hear or speak words of Torah, 
but to feel them.

After hearing the suggestions from 
various boys, he announced that he felt 
that every child was deserving of a treat. 
He asked R’ Gershy Kaszirer, who had 
accompanied him, to go buy pastries 
for all the boys in the room.

R’ Gershy was intrigued. Wasn’t 
there value to actually acknowledging 
the best answer?

“Ihr farshteist nisht, you don’t un-
derstand,” the Rosh Yeshivah told him. 
“Zei hubben getumult, they made a tu-

mult and had the geshmak of looking for a teirutz, so 
they takeh all won!”

The goal was not to get the right answer, but to dis-
cover the sweetness of the search. 
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R' Baruch Mordechai Ezrachi

THEY MADE 
A TUMULT 

AND HAD THE 
GESHMAK OF 
LOOKING FOR 
A TEIRUTZ, SO 

THEY ALL WON!



To have your shul or school receive copies of this newsletter every week for free, please send the name and address info to: newsletter@artscroll.com. 3

The winner of the question for Pikudei is: RACHELA LYSS, Baltimore, MD

Kids, please ask your parents to email the answer to shabbosquestion@artscroll.com by this 
Wednesday to be entered into a weekly raffle to win a $36 ARTSCROLL GIFT CARD!  

HINT: The answer can be found in The Jaffa Family Edition Weekly Parashah.

Who is permitted to sit in the Beis HaMikdash?
THE WEEKLY QUESTIONTHE WEEKLY QUESTION  WIN A $36 

ARTSCROLL 
GIFT CARD!

Question for Pikudei was: In what order were the following parts of the Mishkan brought in  
when the Mishkan was put up: The Golden Mizbeach, the Menorah, the Shulchan.

Pikudei Answer: The Shulchan, Menorah and then the Golden Mizbeach

HASHKAFAH

NO VACANCY
Rabbi Murray Maslaton by Rabbi Nachman Seltzer

One of the boys in Rabbi Murray’s class at 
Brighton Yeshivah possessed a brilliant mind. 
Since minds like these don’t come along every 
day, his mother couldn’t help but hope that he 
would be accepted into a prestigious private 
high school — the kind of school to which it’s 
normally very difficult to gain acceptance.

The test that a candidate had to take when applying to attend the 
school was extremely challenging, and the brilliant boy took a week 
off from yeshivah to study for it. At some point, Rabbi Murray asked 
his student to meet him at Ahi Ezer for Minchah and Arbit, as the 
Syrian community refers to the Maariv service.

“We’ll speak after Arbit. Just bring your science book with you.”
When davening was over and just the two of them were left in the 

shul, Rabbi Murray motioned for David to follow him up the stairs 
to the aron kodesh. He opened the aron and said, “David, put your 
science book into the heichal.” (Sephardim refer to the aron kodesh 
where the Sefer Torah is kept as the heichal.)

David was shocked. “Rabbi, I can’t do that!”
Rabbi Murray looked at him. “I see. There’s not enough room in the 

heichal for your science book. No problem. We’ll make more room.”
Then Rabbi Murray reached into the aron kodesh, removed one of 

the Sifrei Torah, and placed it on the bimah.
“Now you can put your science book in the heichal.”
“Rabbi, I can’t. I can’t do it!”
“Why not? I just removed one of the Sifrei Torah. There’s plenty 

of room.”
“I can’t treat a science book like a Sefer Torah!”
“That’s exactly what I wanted to hear you say,” Rabbi Murray told 

him. “Every Jewish boy is a heichal. And the only thing that should 
go into the heichal is a Sefer Torah.”

The message was clear. The worst thing for David would be to 
leave yeshivah for a prestigious East Coast high school. David listened 
and David heard. He didn’t go to that school. Instead, he remained in 
a yeshivah framework and went on to develop into a true ben Torah.

Because he was an aron kodesh, and you can’t put a science book 
in an aron kodesh. 
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AA serious publisher should have a consistent, prin-
cipled editorial policy. ArtScroll always had the 

goal of presenting books of the Torah – and even os-
tensibly “secular” books – only in accordance with 
the mesorah of Chazal and the gedolei Torah through-
out the generations. A prime example of this princi-
ple was the story of the Book of Yonah, which was 
undertaken after the Five Megillos. ArtScroll’s ex-
perience with Sefer Yonah is key to understanding 
the history of the ArtScroll Series and how we came 
to assemble the extraordinary group of writers and 
editors who have been 
revolutionizing the 
Jewish world for the 
past half century.

In contrast to 
our previous works, 
which had been 
written almost ex-
clusively by Rabbi 
Meir Zlotowitz z”l, 
we engaged a highly 
regarded scholar to 
prepare the manu-
script. As he wrote, 
he submitted mate-
rial for review and 
editing. At one point 
in the second chap-
ter, he wrote that 
“Rashi made a mistake.” When Rabbi Zlotowitz saw 
this, he exploded. “Rashi, the ‘Father of Commen-
tators,’ made a mistake!?” We agreed that someone 
with such a lack of respect for the mesorah could not 
be on our roster of writers. It was not only that one 
obviously unacceptable comment; it was the attitude 
it demonstrated. Someone who lacked reverence for 
Rashi could make similar blunders. Rabbi Zlotow-
itz paid him for his work and removed him from the 

PART 7: THE REWRITING OF SEFER YONAH – 
A LESSON ABOUT MESORAH

project. It was not an easy task, because the writer 
was thought to be a scholar and was a friend as well.

We learned an important guiding principle from 
this incident. Our mission is to present the Torah ac-
cording to the mesorah. This requires not only knowl-
edge, but reverence for the bearers of that mesorah. 
Raw scholarship is not enough; attitude is equally 
vital. Experience showing that intellectual brilliance 
alone is not enough. A talmid who does not respect 
his rebbeim cannot properly be their agent to teach 
the next generation. In the decades since then, every 
ArtScroll writer and editor has been not only a truly 

accomplished talmid 
chacham, but a yarei 
Shamayim and a faith-
ful transmitter of our 
mesorah spanning the 
centuries.

But that incident left 
us with a major prob-
lem. The Book of Yonah 
had to be published be-
fore Yom Kippur, when 
Maftir Yonah is read – 
and there was not much 
time left to write and 
publish it. So R’ Meir and 
R’ Nosson spent days and 

sleepless nights writing 
and editing the elu-

cidation and Overview, often meeting in R’ Meir’s 
home (where Mrs. Zlotowitz, always gracious, was an 
exemplary hostess) for many long and collaborative 
hours.

Miracles happen. The sefer came out in time, and 
its quality matched the standard set by ArtScroll’s 
Five Megillos.
UP NEXT: Rabbi Hersh Goldwurm – Architect of the 
ArtScroll Talmud

R' Meir's original hand-written manuscript... and it's corresponding typeset page


